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Access	local	network	from	android	emulator.	What	does	local	network	access	mean.	What	is	allow	access	to	local	network.

First,	enable	screen	pinning:	Go	to	Settings	>	Security	&	location	>	Screen	pinning	and	toggle	on	Screen	pinning.Next,	open	the	app	you	want	to	pin.	Then,	tap	the	square	app	switcher,	and	then	tap	the	thumbtack	(screen	pinning	icon).To	unpin	the	app:	Tap	and	hold	the	back	and	app	switcher	buttons.	This	article	explains	how	to	use	guided	access
functionality	on	Android	devices,	which	is	called	"screen	pinning."	Screen	pinning	lets	you	lock	only	one	app	to	the	screen	of	your	device	so	other	apps	are	inaccessible	or	unusable.	This	is	helpful	if	you	share	your	device	with	a	child.	Before	you	can	activate	screen	pinning,	you’ll	have	to	turn	it	on.	Open	the	Settings	app.	Tap	Security	&	location	>
Screen	pinning.	Tap	the	screen	pinning	toggle	switch	to	enable	the	feature.	You	can	also	tap	Ask	for	PIN	before	unpinning	if	you	want	screen	pinning	to	use	your	PIN	when	attempting	to	unpin	an	app.	Once	you've	activated	the	feature,	it's	easy	to	use	screen	pinning	anytime	you	want	to	limit	access	to	your	device.	Open	the	app	you	want	to	pin.	Tap
the	square	app	switcher	icon	to	open	the	app	switcher	screen.	Tap	the	thumbtack	Screen	pinning	icon.	The	screen	of	the	selected	app	is	now	pinned.	To	unpin	the	app,	simply	tap	and	hold	the	back	and	app	switcher	buttons.	If	you	didn't	enable	PIN	locking,	you'll	return	to	your	home	screen.	Otherwise,	you'll	be	prompted	to	enter	your	PIN	before
returning	to	your	device’s	home	screen.		Guided	access	functionality	is	called	"screen	pinning"	on	Android	devices.	When	enabled,	all	parts	of	the	pinned	app	can	be	used	as	normal,	but	users	can't	return	to	the	home	screen,	open	the	app	switcher,	or	switch	to	the	previous	app	until	Screen	pinning	is	disabled.	There	are	two	modes	that	Screen	pinning
can	operate	in	when	enabled:	Under	the	first	mode,	holding	the	back	button	and	app	switcher	button	is	all	that's	needed	to	disable	Screen	pinning	and	re-enable	normal	OS	usage.In	the	second	mode,	the	same	button	combination	must	be	used,	but	this	then	shunts	users	to	the	lock	screen,	where	the	device	PIN	must	be	entered	to	resume	normal	OS
usage.	The	main	use	for	screen	pinning	is	locking	down	app	access	for	children.	If	you	share	your	main	Android	device	with	a	child,	you	may	not	want	them	getting	into	your	texts,	emails,	or	other	sensitive	areas.	For	younger	children,	the	button-only	unpinning	mode	is	usually	sufficient	to	quickly	pin	the	app	before	you	hand	off	the	device	and	quickly
unpin	it	when	they’re	done.	Screen	pinning	is	also	useful	when	a	friend	wants	to	use	your	device,	but	you	don’t	want	them	poking	around	outside	of	the	app	you	want	them	to	access.	For	this,	you'll	likely	have	to	use	the	PIN	locking	mode,	thereby	preventing	them	from	using	the	easier	button	combination	to	deactivate	screen	pinning	and	circumvent
your	protections.	While	these	are	the	two	most	common	use	cases,	there	are	a	couple	of	other	situational	instances	where	screen	pinning	can	come	in	handy.	For	instance,	the	button-PIN	combination	mode	is	useful	for	lending	your	phone	to	a	stranger	who	needs	to	make	an	emergency	call.	For	a	more	novel	use,	if	you	have	a	friend	you	really	trust,
you	could	use	Screen	pinning	as	a	productivity	hack.	If	you	want	to	lock	yourself	out	of	changing	apps	so	you	don’t	get	distracted	and	wander	over	to	Facebook,	you	could	have	your	friend	pin	your	productivity	app	with	a	PIN	you	don’t	know,	then	have	them	unlock	it	when	your	task	is	done.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News
Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Local	app	search	is	something	that's	been	on	the	best	Android	phones	for	a	while	now,	but	Android	12	changes	the	interface	a	bit.	With	the	update,	Google	combines	local	app	search	into	a	more	universal	local	search	which	will	return	results	for	contacts,	apps,	and	even	system	settings.	This	is	a	bit	of	a
mixed	blessing	if	you	rely	on	just	searching	for	apps.	Plus,	having	results	mixed	in	with	contacts	and	other	data	can	get	a	little	busy.	But	there's	a	new	layer	added	to	this	that	can	help.Appsearch	is	a	new	development	for	Android	12	that	allows	developers	to	tie	in	not	only	their	app,	but	even	functions	and	documents	within	those	apps.	For	example,	if
you	search	for	the	word	"new,"	you'll	get	the	option	to	create	a	new	document	Docs	or	a	new	alarm	in	Clock.	As	a	user,	you	just	need	to	start	searching,	and	you'll	see	what	options	are	available	to	you.	Here's	how	to	do	that.Searching	for	an	app	on	your	Android	12	phone	is	as	easy	as	opening	the	app	drawer.Swipe	up	from	the	middle	of	the	screen	to
access	the	app	drawer.In	the	app	drawer,	tap	Search	your	phone	and	more	at	the	top.Type	the	name	of	the	app	you	want	to	search	for.As	you	type,	the	results	will	populate	with	apps,	system	settings,	and	contacts	that	meet	the	criteria.If	your	text	doesn't	yield	results,	search	Google	by	tapping	Search	on	Google.Source:	Adam	Doud/Android
CentralLocal	Search	test	notesWhen	searching	for	terms,	contacts	will	display	first,	followed	by	apps	that	have	a	matching	function.	For	example,	when	you	search	for	te	in	the	search	box,	you'll	get	a	"Test	contact,"	plus	"Choose	template"	from	the	Docs	app	and	"New	text	note"	from	Keep	Notes.	After	that,	you'll	get	system	settings,	such	as	"Hotspot
and	tethering"	and	Pixel	tips	like	"Send	texts	from	your	computer."Finally,	after	all	of	that,	you'll	get	the	option	to	Search	on	Google	if	none	of	those	options	match	what	you're	looking	for.	Further,	as	of	this	writing,	only	Google	apps	have	functions	in	this	menu.	A	search	for	new	gives	you	the	option	for	a	"New	incognito	tab"	in	Chrome	or	"Create	new
alarm"	in	the	Clock	app,	but	there's	no	option	for	New	message	in	Facebook	messenger,	for	example.	AppSearch	is	a	new	development,	so	we	wouldn't	be	surprised	to	see	more	apps	tie	into	this	functionality	in	the	future.Source:	Adam	Doud/Android	CentralNeedless	to	say,	if	you're	searching	for	an	app	name,	you	may	need	to	scroll	down	past
contacts	to	reach	the	relevant	apps.	It's	important	to	note	that	a	search	is	limited	to	app	names	and	functions	within	the	apps.	Searching	for	"Pizza"	will	not	get	you	Little	Caesars,	and	we're	fairly	confident	that's	not	just	a	condemnation	of	Little	Caesars'	cuisine.Source:	Adam	Doud/Android	CentralWe'd	like	to	see	the	option	to	search	the	Play	Store	in
the	menu.	That	seems	like	an	obvious	oversight,	especially	for	search	terms	that	don't	return	a	result	other	than	searching	for	Google.	Otherwise,	we	like	how	the	local	search	works,	and	we're	excited	to	use	it	on	Android	12.Have	you	listened	to	this	week's	Android	Central	Podcast?Every	week,	the	Android	Central	Podcast	brings	you	the	latest	tech
news,	analysis	and	hot	takes,	with	familiar	co-hosts	and	special	guests.Subscribe	in	Pocket	Casts:	AudioSubscribe	in	Spotify:	AudioSubscribe	in	iTunes:	Audio	(opens	in	new	tab)	Since	the	COVID-19	pandemic	hit,	I	have	three	different	networks	in	my	home–one	for	work,	one	for	home,	and	one	as	a	backup.	The	thing	is,	Android	isn’t	always	smart
enough	to	know	which	wireless	network	I	prioritize.	One	would	think	a	feature	like	this	would	be	baked	into	the	Android	platform.	It’s	not.	In	order	to	make	that	work	to	my	liking,	I	use	an	app	called	WiFi	Prioritizer.	With	this	free	application,	I	can	set	the	exact	priority	I	need	for	my	home	network	and	even	temporarily	disable	networks	that	I	don’t
want	the	phone	to	use.	So	if	you’re	looking	for	the	ability	to	prioritize	your	networks	in	Android,	this	app	might	be	just	what	you	need.	Let’s	install	it	and	see	how	it	works.	SEE:	TechRepublic	Premium	editorial	calendar:	IT	policies,	checklists,	toolkits,	and	research	for	download	(TechRepublic	Premium)	What	you’ll	need	The	only	thing	you’ll	need	is	a
device	running	Android–a	phone	or	a	tablet.	How	to	install	WiFi	Prioritizer	The	installation	of	WiFi	Prioritizer	is	quite	simple.	Just	follow	these	steps:	Open	the	Google	Play	Store	on	your	Android	device.	Search	for	WiFi	Prioritizer.	Tap	the	entry	by	Robert	Botha.	Tap	Install.	Allow	the	installation	to	complete.	With	the	app	installed,	locate	the	launcher
in	your	App	Drawer	and	tap	it	to	open	WiFi	Prioritizer.	How	to	use	WiFi	Prioritizer	When	WiFi	Prioritizer	opens,	you	should	see	all	of	the	wireless	networks	your	device	has	connected	to	(Figure	A).	Figure	A	WiFi	Prioritizer	lists	out	all	the	networks	I	use.	You	can	disable	a	specific	network	from	being	prioritized	by	tapping	its	associated	checkbox,	so
make	sure	to	do	that	in	order	to	prevent	those	networks	from	being	considered.	To	prioritize	a	network,	tap	and	hold	the	drag	button	(the	small	square	of	dots)	and	locate	it	to	where	you	want	it	in	the	hierarchy.	For	example,	if	you	have	NetworkA	and	it’s	your	top	priority,	drag	it	to	the	top	of	the	list.	Place	all	of	the	other	networks	in	the	order	you
want	them	used.	Make	sure	Enable	Scheduled	Job	(at	the	top	of	the	window)	is	Enabled,	which	allows	the	app	to	run	a	scheduled	job	to	periodically	scan	for	new	networks	and	prioritize	accordingly.	How	to	configure	the	single	strength	tipping	point	Within	the	Settings,	there’s	an	option	that	allows	you	to	set	the	signal	strength	that	will	trip	a
disconnect	from	a	network.	What	this	does	is	set	a	low-bar	percentage	that	will	cause	the	app	to	automatically	switch	to	a	higher	priority	network	that	has	a	higher	signal	strength.	In	effect,	you	can	prioritize	your	networks	and	then	set	a	signal	strength	tipping	point	that	will	make	sure	that	your	device	is	always	connected	to	the	network	in	your	list
that	not	only	prioritized,	but	has	the	highest	signal	strength.	This	feature	is	great	when	you	work	or	live	in	a	larger	building	and	signal	strength	is	an	issue.	To	set	the	signal	strength,	tap	the	menu	button	in	the	upper-right	corner	of	the	main	window	and	tap	Settings.	In	the	resulting	window,	tap	Signal	Strength	To	Connect	(Figure	B).	Figure	B	Setting
a	Signal	Strength	To	Connect.	Drag	the	handle	to	the	percentage	you	want	to	set.	By	default	it’s	30%,	but	you	might	want	to	raise	that,	if	you	want	to	ensure	you	always	have	a	connection	that	has	a	higher	signal	strength.	For	instance,	say	you	don’t	want	to	be	using	a	signal	that’s	less	than	50%.	For	that,	drag	the	handle	to	50%	and	click	OK	(Figure
C).	Figure	C	Setting	the	percentage	for	your	Signal	Strength	To	Connect.	That’s	pretty	much	the	gist	of	using	WiFi	Prioritizer	to	prioritize	the	wireless	networks	your	Android	device	connects	to.	This	feature	should	be	a	part	of	the	basic	Android	platform–maybe	someday	it	will	be.	Until	then,	give	this	app	a	try	and	see	if	it	doesn’t	help	you	always
connect	to	the	right	wireless	network.	Subscribe	to	TechRepublic’s	How	To	Make	Tech	Work	on	YouTube	for	all	the	latest	tech	advice	for	business	pros	from	Jack	Wallen.	Image:	Jack	Wallen
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